July 28, 2026 7:02pm — Jefferson Planning Board Meeting Minutes

Present

Mark Gross, Bob Roy, Mike Meehan, Jason Call, Michelle Gross, Whitney McCarthy
Absent

Kevin Meehan, Mike Smith, Rebecca Hatfield

Hearing

None

Consult

Boundary Line Adjustment - Merger and boundary line adjustment processes were reviewed,
including application, notification, and hearing steps.

Financial Report

Accepted

Other business

Michelle was confirmed as an alternate/voting member, with clarified voting procedures.

The board reviewed Airbnb regulations, emphasizing state law limits and community petition
requirements for changes.

Building Permit Concerns

Confusion over permits and concerns about unpermitted construction affecting tax assessments
were discussed.

Board Membership & Procedure
e Michelle was confirmed as an alternate/voting member in the absence of others.
o Clarification on voting procedures and meeting attendance was discussed.
Community & Neighborhood Updates
e Discussion about changes in local fishing conditions and neighborhood demographics.
e Some homes are changing ownership, with new families moving in.
Airbnb & Short-Term Rentals
e Ongoing concerns about Airbnbs, noise, and neighborhood disruptions.

o Regulations have been reviewed and minor adjustments made; further changes require a
community petition.

o The board emphasized that state law limits the ability to ban Airbnbs outright.

e Most issues stem from a few problematic cases; overall, the trend may be declining.



Building Permits & Assessments

o Confusion over what renovations require permits; board agrees clearer guidelines are
needed.

e Concerns raised about unpermitted construction leading to under-assessment and unfair
tax distribution.

e The need for fair enforcement and possible review of land use regulations was
highlighted.

Property Applications
¢ Reviewed and accepted merger notification for Lovejoy property.

e Discussed a boundary line adjustment for Bray Hill/Beers Family Trust, including
process steps:

e Application and checklist required.
o Abutter notification and public hearing needed.
» Board may waive some requirements depending on the situation.
e Guidance provided for applicants and surveyors regarding required documentation.

e Noted the importance of treating all landowners fairly and encouraging responsible
development.

o Updates on selectmen’s assistant hiring and general town administrative matters.

The meeting focused on maintaining fair and transparent processes for property changes and
short-term rental regulation, while addressing community concerns and clarifying procedures.
The board remains open to public input and is committed to upholding both town and state
regulations in its decisions.

Next Scheduled Meeting, August 25, 2026, 7pm

Meeting Adjourned
8:11 pm



