Jefferson Conservation Commission
Draft Minutes
25 August 2026
Jefferson Community Center
178 Meadows Rd
Jefferson, NH 03583

1. The Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM with four members present. Nancy Decourcey, Dave
Passios, Jamie Savage, and David Govatski. We had a quorum.

2. Approved the 23 June 2026 Minutes.

3. Town Clerk Jen Kennison came to our meeting and formally swore in Nancy, Jamie, and David. Dave
Passios was previously sworn in for a two-year term. Nancy also has a two-year term expiring in 2028.
Jamie and David have terms expiring in 2027. Charles will need to get sworn in at the town clerk’s
office. We appreciated the attention to detail that our town clerk is providing.

4. 0Old Business:

a. Natural Resource Inventory (NRI). David is working with UNH Extension to provide a workshop
on preparing several maps for our NRI. The hands-on training will occur this winter when we
learn how to prepare 12 needed NRI maps for our inventory document. The maps are freely
available on the Granit website. There will be no charge for the training.

b. Santa’s Village Septic System Wetland Permit: The DES approved the wetlands permit for a
stream crossing to a septic system. The project engineer sent out additional details regarding
one crossing site, the permit was then approved, and work is underway.

c. Solar Array: Celeste Valiant replaced a pair of defective optimizers on the solar array in early July
and we now have full solar production.

d. Solar Grants: Amanda Simino reports that the IRS approved a grant request that was initiated in
2024. The amount was $35,669.98 plus the IRS paid interest of $1,758.88 for a total grant of
$37,428.86. This amount was for the municipal solar array and is the second and final grant
from state or federal sources to defray the cost of solar arrays for municipalities. We commend
Amanda Simino for her determined two-year efforts to finalize the award of the grant.

5. New Business: :

a. Nicole Baumann and Rick Walling from the Ammonoosuc Conservation Trust (ACT) briefed the
Commission on a proposed Conservation Easement on a private parcel in Jefferson along
Turnpike Road. We examined the maps and asked questions about the easement. The land will
remain in private ownership and will have a forest management plan. The Commission fully
supports this private landowner’s decision to place a conservation easement on the forested
tract that has a variety of wetlands and high-quality forestry soils on the property. The
Commission looks forward to assisting ACT on this project.

b. Pondicherry Trail Projects. The Northwoods Conservation Corps Crew completed working on ten
miles of trails at the Pondicherry National Wildlife Refuge in July. One of the notable projects
was replacing 18 bog bridges on the Whipple Trail that is part of the Cohos Trail.

¢. Rail Trail: The State of New Hampshire regraded the Presidential Recreation Trail from Jefferson
Notch Road to NH 115. Mowing was completed on the rail trail at Pondicherry from the
Meadows Rd to Airport Rd. The rail trail continues to grow in popularity with bicyclists and
hikers. '

6. No other new business. The meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.

7. The next meeting will be on Tuesday, 22 September 2026. We will use the side room because of the
date change from our normal meeting time.

David Govatski
26 August 2026



