Town of Jefferson

Office of the Planning Board

Minutes

December 14, 2021
Members present:  Acting Chairman Gil Finch, Jason Call, Donna Laurent, Kevin Meehan, Selectmen’s representative 
Absent:  Chairman Michael Meehan; Bob Roy, alternate; Wayne Kellner, alternate; Mike Smith, alternate  
Others present:  Charlene Wheeler, Board secretary; June Garneau, Olin Garneau
Consultation – Master Plan – June Garneau
The Planning Board continued work on the Master Plan reviewing a draft of Chapter 1: Land Use. June Garneau began by confirming Board members past and present and confirming other town officials.  Responses to questions asked in the Master Plan survey pertaining to land use were reviewed as well as statistics of applications submitted to the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Adjustment in the last several years.  Factors impacting land use were discussed and reference made to other sections of the Master Plan Draft already written.  These factors include Geography and Physical, Transportation, Economic (jobs and housing), and Human (demographics).  It was noted Jefferson does not have traditional zoning with definitive districts that must follow specific guidelines.  All of Jefferson is zoned residential with certain enumerated uses allowed by Special Exception which may be granted by the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  The Land Use Ordinance, officially adopted in 1987, was then outlined by articles and sections.  It was noted there have been a number of amendments to the document since then.  There was a question of what other zoning regulations may have been in existence before 1987.  It was noted that both Planning Board and Zoning Board of Adjustment members are appointed by the Select Board.  It is also the Select Board who is charged with enforcing the town’s ordinances and regulations.  June requested statistics about building permits issued by the town.  It was explained it is the Select Board who approves building permits after review by other town boards and departments as requested. The town’s Capital Improvement Plan (currently being updated as well) and tax revenue assessment (where does the town’s operating monies come from), regulation of gravel pits, and current use were also discussed.  Finally, the Board reviewed the section of future land use including the issue of “land locked” properties (lots having no direct access to a public road).  June said she would complete the goals and recommendation for Board review at its next meeting.  She and Olin thanked the Board and left the meeting.

   Financial Report

Jason Call made the motion to accept the financial report as presented, seconded by Donna Laurent.  The vote to approve the motion was unanimous.  It was confirmed there are still funds in a separate account to cover the costs of completing the Master Plan.
Communications
Jason Call reported there was a Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting on December 9 to hear and then grant an applications asking for a Special Exception to operate a home-based business, a tourist accommodation and lodging unit at 93 Jason Avenue.  It is a two bedroom home which will be rented periodically as a type of AirB&B.   
Copies of Selectmen’s minutes can be read on the town’s website and any questions brought to the next Planning Board meeting.
It was noted there may be suspected violations of the town’s ordinances (which had been discussed this evening) that should be reported in writing to the Select Board for investigation if a citizen has a concern.  Every citizen should be treated equally and fairly by its governing body.
Unfinished Business 
The Board’s next regular meeting date is January 11, 2022. The Board’s December 28 meeting has been cancelled.
Jason Call made the motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Donna Laurent.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

_________________________

Charlene Wheeler

Secretary to the Board
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